
As from first of April 2023 there will be a 
consumer friendly deposit system for all metal 
beverage containers with a content of three litres 
or less. A metal beverage container is defined 
as a container suitable for the packaging of
beverages, for which a particular type of metal 
or a metal alloy is the main component. 
A drink is defined as a liquid intended for 
human consumption and is primarily intended 
for drinking1. 

The deposit obligation concerns cans for 
both alcoholic beverages (such as beer, 
wine and mixed drinks) as well as non-alco-
holic beverages (such as soft drinks, water, 
milk and juice). The deposit obligation does 
not apply to cans with liquids that are not 
primarily intended to be drunk (such as fruit 
cordials, juice concentrate, soups or 
condensed milk). After all, these are not 
immediately drinkable and require further 
preparation before consumption. Neither 
does the deposit obligation apply to tin cans 
for non-liquids such as frankfurters, peas, 
maize, etc. 

Deposit 
on cans

Follow the decision tree below to 
determine whether a container is 
subject to the new deposit obligation:

Is the main component of the 
container made of a particular type 
of metal (steel, aluminium, etc.) or 
from various types of metal? 
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Does the container contain a 
beverage, being a liquid for 
human consumption that is 
intended to be drunk without 
further preparation? 

Is the content of the container a 
maximum of three litres or less?
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1 Not being a medicinal drink that can be qualified 
as a medicine, as referred to in Article 1, first 
paragraph, under b, of the Medicines Act.

Decision tree


